Supervisors M eeting Notes

Telephone Numbers
Supervisors:
Robert Keifer 544-2249
Joseph Wank 544-3183
John Purcell  544-5890

Township Offices

Branch Police 544-2901
Township Garage 544-3557
Secretary

Joanne Schultz  544-4283
Sewage

DonnaKroh 544-1764
Township Manager
John Andruchek  544-4283

Police Report

The 4 Police officers worked a
total of 312 hours. They traveled
2405 miles using 4 police vehi-
cles. 40 Incidents, Assists or Com-
plaints were handled by the offi-
cers. There were 2 court hearings, 5
traffic citationsissued and one DUI
criminal arrest.

Traffic Warning
Enforcement of stop sign violations
will beincreased by the Police. A
legal stop at astop sign isone with
aduration of a minimum of 3 sec-
onds with al wheels stopped. If
you don’'t make a complete stop—
expect aticket!

Bicycle Found
A girls bicycle was found near the
Llewellyn Post Office on Novem-
ber 11th. Owner can claim it by
calling the police station at 544-
2910.

The report covered the period
10/1/06 to 10/30/06

The Branch Communicator is a privately pub-
lished newsletter to provide residents of the
Township with information on governance by
their elected and appointed Township officials.
Opinions expressed are those of the Publisher and
do not reflect the opinions of Sponsors nor offi-
cials. Questions and comments should be di-
rected to Norm Bertasavage 544-6583.

Phoenix Park Fire Company
Grant Check

Congressman Tim Holden presented a
check in the amount of $240,000.00 to
members of the Phoenix Park Fire Com-
pany. Taking part are Supervisor Wank,
Holden, Mrs. Wank, George Sommers,
Robert Carvajal, Jarret, Keith, and David
Wank, Bill Petrosky, and Bob Strosser.

Compogt SiteHours
The Compost site will be open Monday thru
Thursday from 3PM to 5PM and Saturdays

Black Diamond and Church Road
The anticipated check for $19,000.00 to pay
for overlay and repair of washed out sections

from 9AM to 1PM. These hours will continue of these two roads has been received from

until “the snow flies’.

Strossertown Bridge
An additional grant for $140,000.00 is being
sent from the State for engineering cost for
this bridge. That till leaves some $15,000.00
to be paid toward the cost of engineering a
bridge to span approximately 20 feet. And
this doesn’t include the cost of construction
for which the $500k grand from the Federal
government has yet to be received.

With over 650,000 dollars in state and fed-
eral funds committed to build a 25,000 dollar
bridge isit any wonder the Governor has pro-
posed new taxes to fund transportation pro-
jects?

Budget M eeting
The 2007 township budget will be discussed
at a meeting tentatively scheduled for Satur-
day December 9th at 7PM in the township
building.

Tax Anticipation L oan

Paperwork for the annual tax anticipation
loan was approved by the Supervisors. The
loan will be for $40,000.00 to pay bills until
the tax revenue due next spring begins to
flow. The checkbook balance at the Novem-
ber meeting was just under $9,000.00 without
the tax revenue to be paid by the tax collector
by the end of the month. So the Township’s
billsfor the rest of the year will be paid.

FEMA. With the materials for the work avail-
able from the Batch plant up to mid-
December it is expected that work will be
completed before winter setsin.

Sewage Enforcement Officer
Representatives from Light-Heigel Associ-
ates presented 2007 fee schedules for their
services. They requested that the Supervisors
continue to use their company during the
coming year.

Police M eeting with Reilly Twp
The planned meeting to discuss the fate of
the Branch/Reilly joint police force has yet to
be scheduled. Branch Supervisors are await-
ing a schedule for the meeting.

Road M asters Report
Township workers were busy with storm
damage including cleaning up afallen tree
which blocked aroad. They continued to
clean up storm drains and pick up ashes.
They had two burns at the Compost site and
began winterizing equipment for snow re-
moval.

Solicitor’s Report
The Solicitor reported on arequest from Mr.
Wiydiafor a property swap due to the town-
ship paving over a portion of his property for
the road.. He wants a part of the unused alley
behind him. The Solicitor will look it to this.



Sewage Authority News

Direct Debit Payers
Those who pay their sewage bills by direct debit should check
their bank statements for September and October. The Temp
clerk, in an effort to be helpful, debited at least one account
twice. If you think your account has been incorrectly debited
call the BCRSA office for correction.

Making Money
The Authority has elected to go with the Penn Invest program
with the funds that were previously held in banks or in Treasury
notes. The money invested will have a higher interest rate and
the money will be available on demand without penalty.

Engineers Report
There was no report from the Engineer for this meeting.

Plant Operation
The Plant continues to operate well within specifications. The
average treatment for October was 183,710 GPD with alow of
133,000 and a high of 417,000 GPD.
There was 1 grinder pump problem for October.

Solicitors Report
The Solicitor reported that the Doli matter hasn’t been settled.
Doali has not yet cashed their last check. At this point it may be

Losing Money

Expenses continue to exceed revenue for the Authority. The
monthly shortfall has ranged from $18K to $20K. This short
fall continues to be made up form remaining funds from the

PENNvest |oan.

stale and uncashable.
An Executive Session was requested by the Solicitor to dis-
Ccuss personnel matters.

The Solicitor has received aletter from

the County Tax Claim Bureau concern-
ing the Kane Steel property which is par-
tially in Branch and Norwegian Town-
ships.

He briefed the Supervisors on his con-
tacts with Madonna Enterprises concern-
ing the Marks junk yard which was sup-
posed to be cleaned up in October 2004.

Planning Commission
The Planning Commission received
back from the County the plans for the
Harry Close Subdivision. This plan calls
for moving the property line between his
lots on Maple Street and Hill Terrace
drive. It will be forwarded to the Super-
visors with arecommendation for ap-
proval.

A subdivision plan was received from
Mr. Koury for review. The plan calls for
creating asingle lot out of a strip of land
owned by Koury behind Hill Terrace
Drive. Thelot will be off of West Ter-
race drive just beyond Hill Terrace. The
residual portion of Koury’sland is not
for development.

The plan was forwarded to the county
for itsreview. A caveat was recommend-
ing that the Supervisors be made aware

of several conditions that should be
monitored after the subdivided lot is
sold. These included potential right-of-
way considerations and the use of the
remainder of the land behind Hill Ter-
race Drive as potential annexationsto the
current owners of adjacent property.

The Paul Bassininski Subdivision plan
was reviewed with the plan calling for
only lot one to be approved at thistime.
The plan was forwarded to the County
for it'sreview.

Transportation Tax Bill
Theincreased gas tax and vehicle regis-
trations proposed by the Governor re-
ward waste. The money isto be spent on
fixing up Pennsylvania s roads.

Would it not be better to have PENN-
Dot use the money they have more
wisely?

The Strossertown Bridge is a perfect
example of waste. Nearly $700K is being
spent on this bridge, nearly half for engi-
neering expenses.

With over 75 years of building bridges
couldn’t PENNDot come up with stan-
dardsthat all could use?

Up Coming Events: The next supervisors meeting will be December 18th. Plan-
ning Commission December 5th. Public meetings start at 7PM . Sewage Authority
meeting will be December 21¢t at 4:30 PM.

Note: Branch Communicators are available on line at www.normbert.com/

News letter Sponsors
Enbee Tax Service, Federal and
State E-filing Service available
544-6583

Don’s Classis Restoration & Auto
Body Inc
544-8209

TheWorking Man’s Friend????

Smiling Ed Rendell has shown his disre-
gard for the working public with two ac-
tionsright after election.

The first was the veto of legislation to
amend how the EMT tax isto be with-
held. The legislators woke up to the fact
that grabbing $52.00 from the first pay-
check of the year was unfair.

Smiling Ed decided that taxing authori-
ties, who had no problem implement the
tax a month after it was authorized,
would have a problem adjusting to aone
dollar aweek withholding.

Those folks who hold the part time jobs
at low wages promoted as improving the
economy will find that their first pay-
check in January may leave them owing
money after deductions for Social Secu-
rity, State and local income tax and and

the EMT tax.

Maybe if they rob their piggy banks of
any quarters they will be able to win
enough at the local casino to pay their
bills!!!!



