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Supervisors Meeting Notes 

 

Telephone Numbers 
Supervisors: 

Robert Keifer 544-2249 
Joseph Wank  544-3183 
John Purcell    544-5890 
 

Township Offices 
Branch Police   544-2901 
Township Garage 544-3557 
Secretary   
  Joanne Schultz    544-4283 
Sewage 
   Donna Kroh   544-1764 
Township Manager 
John Andruchek       544-4283 
 

Police Report 
                           The  Police offi-
cers total hours worked was not 
reported this month.. They traveled 
1374 miles  using  3 police vehi-
cles. 31 Incidents, Assists or Com-
plaints were handled by 4 officers.  
         
     The report covered the period 
2/1/07 to 2/28/07 
               

The Branch Communicator is a privately pub-
lished newsletter to provide residents of the 
Township with information on  governance by 
their elected and appointed Township officials.  
Opinions expressed are those of the Publisher and 
do not reflect the opinions of Sponsors nor offi-
cials. Questions  and comments should be di-
rected to Norm Bertasavage 544-6583. 

                Compost Site 
 The Compost site will be opened in late 
April. Watch for the exact date. 
 
       Strossertown Br idge 
The Supervisors will be applying to the 
county for funds for this bridge. The Federal 
grant ok’ed in August of 2005 has become 
too expensive for the township and will be 
refused. Like much of the aid promised to 
Gulf States affected by Katrina, this grant 
promised much but delivered little. 
  A financial complication with the process is 
that additional engineering costs required by 
the federal grant and the state’s PENNDot 
has left a $15,000.00 bill not covered by any 
grants. The township must pay this out of its 
own funds. The Supervisors authorized an 
initial payment to Benesch of $2,000.00 this 
month and monthly payments of $1,000.00 
until the balance is paid. 
 
           Penguins Stadium 
  Supervisor Purcell made a motion to write a 
letter to PSATS in protest to the Governor’s 
plan to support a new stadium for the Pitts-
burgh Hockey team. Rendell’s plan calls for 
the payment of $7.5 million dollars over the 
next thirty years toward the cost of the sta-
dium. The money will come from slot ma-
chine revenues that were intended for prop-
erty tax reduction, which the Governor claims 
are  not tax payer dollars. 
  The PSATS route was chosen because no 
one in government, including our legislators 
voiced any concern over the Stadium support. 
The Supervisors association has a legal de-
partment which may be able to raise ques-
tions concerning the legality of this largess.  
 
      Memor ial Day Celebration? 
So far there has been no mention of planning 
for the township’s annual Memorial Day 
Celebration. It would be a shame if despite all 
the clamor to “Support the Troops”  this an-
nual salute to our veterans would fall by the 
wayside. For years the event was put on by 
our WW2 veterans. Most of these have 
passed away. There is a need for the younger 
generations to step up to the task. 

                  Silver ton Road  
  The Supervisors received a complaint con-
cerning the condition of the Silverton Road 
from the Area Agency on Aging.  The Meals 
on Wheels program was unable to deliver 
meals to a client due to the road condition. 
The Supervisors contacted the Coal Company 
who then graded and re-stoned the road. 
 
       Insurance Provider  Inventory 
  A representative of H.A. Thompson, the 
township’s insurance provider, conducted an 
inventory of vehicles, buildings and equip-
ment to be covered by the insurance policy. 
 
        Delinquent Tax list 
  The 2006 delinquent tax listing was re-
ceived and reviewed by the Supervisors. The 
list will be posted at the township building. 
 
      Snow Emergency Resolution  
  The Solicitor presented a resolution con-
cerning a snow emergency declared by the 
county. The Supervisors adopted the resolu-
tion in order to claim some potential funding 
under the County’s disaster declaration. 
   There was also a claim made for funding 
made available for flooding in November. 
 
       Mark’s Junk Yard 
 There has been no response to the Solicitor’s 
letter to Madonna Enterprises concerning the 
clean-up of the junk yard. Possible further 
legal steps to be taken will be examined to 
expedite the clean-up of this eye sore. 
 
        West End Sewerage 
  Nothing has been heard from DEP’s Mr. 
Patel concerning Steins Mill. Reilly township 
has not taken any action . 
  The Branch-Cass Authority has not outlined 
any course of action for this area because the 
decisions of Reilly Township will affect any 
program designed by the BCRSA. 
 
 

Global Warming 

An inconvenient truth! 



 Sewage Author ity News 

 

News letter  Sponsors 
Enbee Tax Service, Federal and 
State E-filing Service available 
544-6583 
 
Don’s Classis Restoration & Auto 
Body Inc 
544-8209 

 

 Up Coming Events : The next supervisors meeting will be April 30th . Planning 
Commission, if needed, April 3rd.  Public meetings start at 7PM . Sewage Authority 
meeting will be April 19th  4:30 PM.   
         Note: Branch Communicators are available on line at www.normbert.com/ 

     Zoning Hear ing Board Meeting 
The Zoning Hearing Board conducted a 
rather lengthy meeting on the zoning 
change request from Mr. & Mrs. Burke.  
The request was for a change in zoning 
from S-2 to S-1 on a portion of the 24 
acre property in Steins Mill. After much 
discussion the request was approved. 
 
     Planning Commission 
The meeting centered around discussion 
of the plan for development of the re-
mainder of the Ed Bassininski develop-
ment. The plan has several discrepancies 
that must be corrected by the engineer 
before approval can be granted.  Benesch 
engineers have pointed out what must be 
included in the revised plan.  
  The April meeting will be conducted 
only if there are submission of the re-

vised plan from Bassininski or others. 
The meeting may be delayed due to the 
health of the Chairman.  

       Doli Claim 
  Solicitor Rattigan reported that the Doli claim is ready for ar-
bitration. The Authority has been withholding amounts due 
Doli for failure to comply with the original contract. 
 
         Citizen Questions 
  A resident questioned the need for payment of monthly fees 
when there is no one in the home. It was explained that this 
home was provided with a grinder pump as part of the hook-up. 
After a grace period the monthly service fees must be paid as 
part of the agreement. Failure to do so will call for removal of 
the grinder pump. The home owner will then be responsible for 
full payment of a grinder pump when the home becomes occu-
pied again. 
 
                Failure to Connect 
  There are still about 19 residents not connected to the system. 
For the most part these people are paying the monthly billings 
but are in violation of the sewage ordinances. Enforce of the 
provision of these ordinances will begin to ensure compliance. 
 
              BCRSA personnel Jackets 
  Sewage personnel will be issued jackets identifying them as 
authorized workers with the Authority. 
 
               Delinquencies Continue 
  Billing delinquencies are still running at about 5%. This con-
tributes to the monthly short fall between revenues and ex-
penses which runs at $20,000.00. 

             Engineers Repor t 
  There was no report from Benesch presented at this meeting. 
 
                    Operations Repor t 
   The report covered both January and February. The plant op-
eration continues to be well within specifications. In January 
the plant operated at an average of 191,548 GPD with a high of 
264,000 GPD and a low of 159,000 GPD. 
   February operations showed an average of 181,536 GPD with 
a high of 232,000 and a low of 141,000 gpd. 
     There was one grinder pump call in January and 4 grinder 
pump calls in February.  
 

  Phoenix Park Happenings 
 The Phoenix Park Fire Company will 
sponsor a block shoot on April 1st starting 
at noon. ( this is no April Fool Joke!!!) 
 
    A Baltimore Zoo Bus trip is planned for 
July 28th. Tickets and information can be 
obtained by calling 544-4565 or 527-0896. 

   Congressional War Checklist 
1) Was the Nation invaded? 
2) Do we know who the enemy is? 
3) Do we know where the enemy is? 
4) Who are our  Allies? 
5) What International and US Laws apply? 
6) What armed forces are needed? 
7) What is being done to defend good guys who 

do bad things? 
8) What funding is necessary to treat veterans 

over  the next 50 year? 
9) Is there any other  viable course of Action? 

 A Happy and Joyous Easter to all! 


