Supervisors M eeting Notes

Telephone Numbers
Supervisors:
Robert Keifer 544-2249
Joseph Wank 544-3183
John Purcell  544-5890

Township Offices

Branch Police 544-2901
Township Garage 544-3557
Secretary

Joanne Schultz  544-4283
Sewage

DonnaKroh 544-1764
Township Manager
John Andruchek  544-4283

Police Report
The 6 Police offi-

cers worked atotal of 376 hours.
They traveled 2308 miles using 4
police vehicles. 41 Incidents, As-
sists or Complaints were handled
by 6 officers. There were 3 crimi-
nal arrests and 10 traffic citations
were issued,

The report covered the period
2/1/06 to 2/28/06

Spot the Concer ned Citizen!

The DEP, at our request, held a public hear-
ing on the permit revision to allow the proc-
ng of untreated sludge from the all over
the east coast and only one concerned citizen
showed up. DEP was there in full force, the
applicant was there with about 15 employees,
aReilly Township Supervisor and their solici-
tor was there and all three Branch Supervisors
were there. But only one Concerned Citizen.

| spent many hours gathering petition sig-
natures from people who expressed con-
cerned over having all kinds of sludge spread
over our areaand its watersheds. They
wanted a public hearing. We got one and no
one showed up. Small wonder our politicians
treat us with such disdain!

Learn to votewith computers

On Thursday April 27 the Schuyl-
kill County Election Bureau will
conduct atraining session on the
use of the new Touch Screen Vot-
ing system. The training will be
from 12 PM to 7 PM.

Branch residents are encouraged
to come to the Township Building
any time between 12 and 7 PM to
learn the new system before voting
in the Primary Election.

The Branch Communicator is a privately pub-
lished newsletter to provide residents of the
Township with information on governance by
their elected and appointed Township officials.
Opinions expressed are those of the Publisher and
do not reflect the opinions of Sponsors nor offi-
cials. Questions and comments should be di-
rected to Norm Bertasavage 544-6583.

Only on Saturdays
The Compost site will be operated every
Saturday from 9AM until 1PM until further
notice.

Steins Mill Sewage
The DEP has been pushing the Supervisors
over the lack of sewage for Steins Mill. On
March 13th there was a meeting between the
Supervisors, Reilly Township Supervisors
and members of the BCRSA.

At that meeting the possibility of combin-
ing Branch Dale and Steins Mill collection
systems with treatment by BCRSA on a bulk
rate basis was discussed. Cost estimates for a
collection system were 1.2 million dollars for
Reilly’s collection system and $900K for
Steins Mill.

Branch Supervisors stated there was no way
they could justify borrowing $900K for
Steins Mill to serve about 20 residents. That
ended the meeting with no resolution.

A second meeting with the DEP's Mr.
Patel and his supervisor was held on March
22nd. Mr. Patel’s agenda was to push his re-
gionalization scheme with Steins Mill being
paired with Branch Dale with both being a
bulk customer of BCRSA.

When questioned about the need to sewer
Steins Mill, Patel claimed that this was part
of Branch’s Act 537 plan and therefore must
be complied with or the plan amended. A
concession offered by DEP was that the sew-

age enforcement officer make an inspection
of the Steins Mill wild cat systems and deter-
mine if there is a solution that would not re-
quire amunicipal solution. If not, DEP would
enforce the Act 537 plan.

With BCRAS operating in the red now and
rate increases necessary, questions were
raised about the availability of grants. The
response was that in all likelihood there
would not be any grants. The meeting ad-
journed on this note.

The next day the Pottsville Republican re-
ported that Tremont would receive a 3.2 mil-
lion dollar grant and a 2.9 million dollar loan
to upgrade its sewerage system.

Once again politics trumped need!

Friedens Church Dispute

The boundary dispute between the Church
and the South Gate Development surfaced
again. The Supervisors reiterated its position
that this was a matter between two private
property owners and not a township problem.
A letter was sent to the developer’ s engineer
with a copy to both property owners explain-
ing the issue.

Strossertown Bridge
PENNDot wants to set up asix member
panel board regarding this matter. No meet-
ing date has been established. No further ac-
tion has been taken on construction of this
bridge.



Sewage Authority News

Resignation
Paul Hertz, a Cass township member and Secretary submitted
his resignation from the Authority. The resignation was effec-
tive as of October 31, 2005 but was not submitted until March.

Help Wanted, Cass Township Citizen
There are two vacancies on the Authority. These are for Cass
Township residents, male or female. Contact the Cass Town-
ship Supervisors to volunteer.

Vandalism at the Plant

Several instances of vandalism occurred at the treatment plant.

Theinstigators are rolling tires, throwing bottles and other ob-
jectsinto the reed beds. They will be prosecuted when caught.
Anyone with information on this should contact the Branch Po-
lice. We all pay for this.

Billings, Collections and Deficits
Average Billings for the past year were $61,223.16. Average
income was $63,171.89. The average deficit was $22,084.87.

Engineers Report
The 2005 chapter 94 report due to DEP by March 31st was for-
warded.
A complaint from New Castle Township concerning poor

workmanship on aroll curb was investigated. It appears that the

curb was damaged by snow plowing or other equipment. A let-
ter, along with before and after pictures of the curb, was sent to

Plant Operations
Effluent quality continuesto be very good. Average daily
flow was 188,429 gallon. The maximum daily flow during the
month of February was 329,000 gallons.
There were 2 grinder pump callsin the month of February.
One for a clogged pump and one for float problems.
Scott Confer of the DEP inspected the treatment plant and
found no problems.
Stream sampling has been disconnected.

Other Notes
Asreported elsewhere several meetings were held with offi-
cials from Branch Township, Reilly Township, and the DEP
were held during March.

The Authority’s position remains that Reilly will be accepted
as abulk customer only and that Steins Mill should be included
in the Reilly collection system.

The possibilities of Reilly becoming a part of BCRSA with
representative membership on the board were discussed. Itis
possible that some arrangements can be made at a later date but
that would be after the Reilly system was financed, installed
and operational.

u

Branch Finances contribute.

Billsfor January and February totaled
$83,033.65. Income for the same period
was $85,521.95. Net income was
$2,488.30. The check book balance at
the March 20h meeting was $7,124.63.

Minersville Water shed
The Supervisors sent aletter to Miners-
ville Borough supporting their opposition
to the planned truck refueling area at
High Ridge. Spillage from this facility
could pollute the Minersville watershed
and the reservoir endangering our water

supply.

Memorial Day Committee
The Memoria Day Committee will meet on
April 13th at 6:30PM in the Phoenix Park
Union Church. All are invited to come and

Thomas Paine said “it is the duty of the Pa-
triot to protect his country from its govern-
ment”. If we don’t take time to remember
those patriots who defended the Nation, we
will lose our Nation.

Planning Commission
Planning Commission meetings are

scheduled for the 1st Tuesday of every
month except November when it isthe
1st Wednesday. Meetings are only held
when there is business to discuss. Any-
one presenting a development plan
should contact Chairman David Bell at

least a week before a scheduled meeting.

Anyone wishing to discuss other busi-
ness should also contact Bell a week be-
fore a scheduled meeting.

Up Coming Events: The next supervisors meeting will be April 17. Planning
Commission April 4th. Public meetings start at 7PM . Sewage Authority meeting

will be April 20th 4:30 PM.

Phoenix Park Fire Company is selling May Daily number calendars for $5.00.
Note: Branch Communicators are available on line at www.normbert.com/

News letter Sponsors
Enbee Tax Service, Federal and
State E-filing Service available
544-6583

Don’s Classis Restoration & Auto
Body Inc
544-8209

Rushanan & DeStefano Real Estate
Sales & Appraisals
544-9520

HB Excavating
544-3407

Patron
Frank Roscoe



