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Supervisors Meeting Notes 

     

Telephone Numbers 
Supervisors: 

Robert Keifer 544-2249 
Joseph Wank  544-3183 
John Purcell    544-5890 
 

Township Offices 
Branch Police   544-2901 
Township Garage 544-3557 
Secretary /  Treasurer Joyce Beach 
Township Manager 
John Andruchek       544-4283 
Sewage 
  Tina Williams  544-1764 
    

Police Report 
  The  Police officers traveled 2320 
miles in patrolling the townships 
using  4 police vehicles. 59 Inci-
dents, Assists or Complaints were 
handled by 3 officers. They at-
tended 4 hearings at District Judges 
offices. There were 19 traffic cita-
tions issued and 2 non-traffic ar-
rests. 
          The report covered the period 
3/1/07 to 3/31/07 
               

The Branch Communicator is a privately pub-
lished newsletter to provide residents of the 
Township with information on  governance by 
their elected and appointed Township officials.  
Opinions expressed are those of the Publisher and 
do not reflect the opinions of Sponsors nor offi-
cials. Questions  and comments should be di-
rected to Norm Bertasavage 544-6583. 

       Memorial Day Celebration 
  The Annual AMVETS salute to veterans 
will be held on May 26th. The parade will 
start at 8 AM to be followed by ceremonies at 
the  Llewellyn school grounds, then at 10AM 
at the Friedens Lutheran, then at the Phoenix 
Park Memorial.  In the event of inclement 
weather only Taps and Firing Squads will be 
observed.  
 

     Good Intent Hose Company fund 
Raiser 

  The Annual fund raiser for the Good Intent 
Hose Company is underway. You are re-
minded to make your donation as soon as 
possible to insure the volunteers have suffi-
cient funds to operate. With all costs rising 
your timely donation is appreciated. 
 
      Compost Site 
 The Compost site is officially open to 
Branch Residents. Hours of operation are 
Wednesday 4-8 PM and Saturdays 9AM to 
1PM. Anyone needing access to the site at 
other times should call the township garage 
or Supervisor Wank. 
 
         Sludge Ordinance 
  A sludge ordinance will be advertised prior 
to adoption. The ordinance will impose some 
administrative restrictions and fees  for those 
wishing to use sludge in the  township. Ques-
tions concerning inspection and enforcement 
procedures which will have to be addressed 
in the ordinance. These issues will be ad-
dressed before adoption but the intent to pass 
an ordinance needs to be advertised in a 
timely manner. 
 
     Silverton Road 
  Improvements to the Silverton Road are to 
be made to improve drainage along this road 
between Llewellyn and Goose Haven. Three 
pipes are to be laid, one near the salt shed, 
one near the old gun club and one just below 
Goose Haven. The drainage will flow into the 
wet land area on the west side of the Road.  
  A speed limit will be posted on this road to 
limit the dust problems. The speed limit will 
be 15 miles per hour. The coal company will 

be instructed to water the road from Lle-
wellyn south to aid the dust problem. 
 
      Breslin Property 
 An inquiry concerning possible sale or lease 
of this property on Rte 209 in Llewellyn. At 
present this property is designated as the Lle-
wellyn Park and a grant application has been 
submitted for improvements to the site. The 
inquiry also addressed the maintenance of the 
property as rats have been observed there, 
grass cutting and snow shoveling have be 
sporadic. The supervisors will wait for the 
outcome of the grant application before mak-
ing any decisions on sale or lease of the prop-
erty. 
 
     Map Correction Request 
  The township received a letter from the U.S. 
Census Bureau generated by a request from 
Norwegian Township. They were requesting 
Branch’s concurrence on a map revision. It 
appears that the correction requested was to 
transfer the area of Kane Steel and Kings Vil-
lage from Branch Township to Norwegian 
Township. The Supervisors rejected to pro-
posed adjustment. 
 
         Turkey Hill Intersection 
  Discussion concerning the dangers of this 
intersection were initiated to have PENN Dot 
make some corrections to the traffic flow at 
the junction of routes 209 and 901 to more 
safely direct traffic through this intersection.  
A Good Intent Hose Company representative 
pointed out that accidents at this intersection 
was the most numerous call-outs for assis-
tance. The solicitor will send a letter to 
PENN Dot to ask them to consider ways to 
alleviate the danger. 
 
           Noise Ordinance 
  The supervisors entertained discussion on 
the need for a noise ordinance. Currently only 
the Zoning Ordinance contains any noise 
abatement and control.  The vagueness of the 
language in this ordinance makes enforce-
ment difficult. The Solicitor will look into 
language for a township Noise ordinance.   
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      Family Veterans Remembered 



Sewage Authority 

 

News letter Sponsors 
Enbee Tax Service, Federal 
and State E-filing Service 
available 
544-6583 
 
Don’s Classis Restoration & Auto 
Body Inc 
544-8209 
 
   Chicken Bar-b-que 
  The Friedens Lutheran Church will 
sponsor a Chicken B-B-Que on Satur-
day May 17th from 10AM to 1PM at 
the Church. Tickets are $7.00 and can 
be obtained by calling 544-5951.  
 
  
       

 

Up Coming Events : The next supervisors meeting will be May 26th  . Planning 
Commission May 6th .  Public meetings start at 7PM . Sewage Authority meeting 
will be Thursday May 15th 4:30 PM.   
         Note: Branch Communicators are available on line at www.normbert.com/ 

      What is A Veteran 
         When many people think of a Veteran they think of an older person who’s 
sacrifice is something talked about in the history books or the young man in the 
nightly news cast clips. Few think of the young man or woman who put their live on 
hold in order to serve the Nation. We catch a glimpse of them in the family album 
but can’t remember them as young.  We adorn their graves at special times of the 
year. We sometime complain about the “old geezer” holding up the line as he 
wheels his wheelchair through the checkout line.  
              A veteran is someone who served the Nation, some in times of war, others 
in times of peace.  Whether a draftee or a volunteer, willing or otherwise they 
served.  We owe them a debt of gratitude for that service.  On Memorial Day we 
can pay tribute to that service and make a small payment on that debt. Take an hour 
out of your holiday to make that small payment and remember you have that holi-
day because the Veteran paid for it. 
 
 
 
             
    
    

                  Delinquencies Down 
  Collection of delinquent accounts has reduced the amount 
to $62,000.00. Several people are on payment plans that will 
hopefully continue the downward trend in delinquent ac-
counts. 
                 Grinder pump problems  
  There were two grinder pump problems reported for March. 
Both were for moisture in the control boxes.  One required 
the replacement of a capacitor and sealing with silicone 
sealer. The second required replacement of a capacitor, con-
tact and pump. No grease buildup problems were reported. 
Tina is keeping track of grease buildup calls and the author-
ity will charge offending residents  $65.00 per call after the 
third call. 
 

       Plant operations  
 March sewage treatment at the plant saw a high of 712,000 
GPD following a rain of 2.8 inches and a low of 166,000 
GPD with an average daily flow of 234,871 GPD. Infiltration 
and  residential use of floor drains are responsible for the 
high flows after a rain. Use of floor drains is prohibited by 
the Sewage Ordinances in both townships. Any citations for 
illegal floor drains would have to be by the townships them-
selves, not the Authority. 
   Steve Ulcelski has been appointed as the new plant opera-
tor replacing Roy Miller. 
 
                  New Monthly Rates Now in Effect 
   The monthly EDU rate has increased to $55.00 per EDU as 
of April. This should help to cover the monthly operating 
costs. 

 
                    Pot Hole Repairs   
Township workers repaired pot holes on the Dowdentown Road, up 
in New Minersville. They will be working on Church Road       
 
         

Financial Data 
Income: Tax Revenues, $32,970.07; General Receipts, $36.71; Per-
mits, $1074.00 Other Income, $1595.73; Court Income, $74.18. To-
tal receipts $35,750.69 
Expenses: Payroll expense 7458.21, Garbage $7,202.06, Insurance 
$7,147.57 Electric $3,376.89 Engineering $1,270.50, Truck & 
Equipment $ $866.19, Utilities $1,250.00, telephones $237.85, tax 
collection $ 1,556.89, Contractors $258.20, payroll taxes $4022.89, 
Police $454.85, Building Inspector $191.44, Supervisors $220.68, 
Solicitor, $180.00, Sewage 165.00,  Misc Expenses $356.25.  
Total expenses: $38,701.40 
 
                    She’s Back 
After several months of banishment to the wilds of the Mar Lin Post 
office, our post mistress, Tina Souchak has returned to the Lle-
wellyn Post office. For once, Norwegian township was not able to 
keep what she took from Branch Township! Welcome Home Tina!!! 
 


